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dred pounds. These are the proportions of a
large man, but there is nothing remarkable about
them. We must look elsewhere than to mere size
to discover why men spoke of Webster as a giant.
He had a swarthy complexion and straight black
hair. His head was very large, the brain weigh-
ing, as is well known, more than any on record,
except those of Cuvier and of the celebrated
bricklayer. At the same time his head was of
noble shape, with a broad and lofty brow, and
his features were finely cut and full of massive
strength. His eyes were extraordinary. They
were very dark and deep-set, and, when he began
to rouse himself to action, shone with the deep
light of a forge-fire, getting ever more glowing as
excitement rose. His voice was in harmony with
his appearance. It was low and musical in conver-
sation ; in debate it was high but full, ringing out
in moments of excitement like a clarion, and then
sinking to deep notes with the solemn richness of
organ-tones, while the words were accompanied by
a manner in which grace and dignity mingled in
complete accord. The impression which he pro-
duced upon the eye and ear it is difficult to ex-
press. There is no man in all history who came
into the world so equipped physically for speech.
In this direction nature could do no more. The
mere look of the man and the sound of his voice
made all who saw and heard him feel that he
must be the embodiment of wisdom, dignity, and